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What's Included in Each Lesson

Objectives

The objectives state the purpose of each lesson and communicate the desired outcome of

the lesson related to fluency and the content area. The lesson objectives align with the Mid-
continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL) content standards for

K-12. As stated on the McREL website (http://www.mcrel.org), the purpose of the standards
compilation is “to address the major issues surrounding content standards, provide a model
for their identification, and apply this model in order to identify standards and benchmarks in
the subject areas.”

Summary

Within each lesson is a summary section that describes the script and provides information

to share with students to prepare them for the reader’s theater performance. To decide which
scripts to complete with students, read the summaries to determine how each fits in with your
teaching plans. As a convenience, the summaries for the scripts are also provided below.

In Building Up the White House, Charlie dreams of becoming president and living in the
White House. So, to quickly make that dream real, he decides to build his own White House
tree house. With the help of his friends, Charlie discovers all there is to know about becoming
president and living in the White House during this adventure.

Coming to America: The Story of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island is the story of a
family of immigrants who are eager to come to America. After traveling from their homeland
and arriving in America, they find that they cannot keep their eyes off the Statue of Liberty with
its promises and hopes for the future. Certain that they will have a better life in America, the
family finds the Statue of Liberty to be a symbol of their dreams.

In the script, The Liberty Bell: Saving the Sound of Freedom, the Mickley family realizes that
they might be the only ones that can save the important Old State House Bell as they flee from
the British. Though they risk their lives and must leave most of their belongings behind, they
know that they have an important job to do. Based on actual events, The Liberty Bell: Saving
the Sound of Freedom brings the importance of the Liberty Bell to life.

Camping Constitution takes the class on a camping trip with a group of children. Realizing that
they need a set of rules to govern themselves, they refer to the best example: the United States
Constitution. After discovering the reasons that the Constitution was written, what it means for
democracy in our country, and how it gives citizens rights, laws, and freedoms, the children
decide to create their own supreme law by making an unbreakable camping constitution.

©Teacher Created Materials, Inc. 24748 Building Fluency through Reader’s Theater



What's Included in Each Lesson o)

Summary (cont.)

The Declaration of Independence: Fourteen Hundred Words of Freedom allows students to
travel back in time to when the Declaration of Independence was written. They will experience
the thoughts and feelings of the writers as they create a document that changed the world.

The Pledge of Allegiance: Poem of Patriotism is the story of some students who are struggling
with the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance. Even though they say it every day, they are not
quite sure what they are saying. With the help of their teachers and parents, the children soon
learn what the pledge means and what it symbolizes about freedom in America.

Postcards from Bosley Bear is the story of Bosley Bear and his travels to Washington, D.C.
After working hard at Mt. Rushmore, South Dakota, Bosley decides to take a much-needed
vacation. With the help of his presidential friends on Mt. Rushmore, he decides to travel to
Washington, D.C., where he discovers the monuments that enable him to understand what
America is all about.

The Star-Spangled Banner: Song and Flag of Independence takes students through the events
that led to the writing of the “Star-Spangled Banner.” The students learn about the widow,
Mary Pickersgill, her efforts to make a flag for the War of 1812, and how the flag later inspired
Francis Scott Key to create his famous poem.

Materials

All of the materials needed to complete a lesson are listed in this section to assist in the
preparation of each lesson.

Introduce the Literature

Each script in this kit is based on a piece of children’s literature. You are encouraged to read
the book to your students or have your students read the book during language arts time.
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What's Included in Each Lesson o)

ELL Support

Reader’s theater can be used effectively in English-as-a-second-language classrooms to enhance
students’ proficiency in the areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Furthermore, the
program can be adapted to scaffold and model language usage to meet students’ needs at multiple
ELL levels. Through this program’s ELL support activities and other various components of the
lesson plans, students will become actively engaged in authentic language development activities.
As a result, students’ motivation to utilize the English language will increase.

The drama component of reader’s theater helps students feel less inhibited in both speaking and
reading the English language, and thus fluency in both areas will increase. In Stage by Stage:

A Handbook for Using Drama in the Second Language Classroom by Ann F. Burke and Julie
C. O’Sullivan, the authors state that “Drama is simply a good way to get students’ whole selves
involved with language and it is fun” (p. xiii). The authors also emphasize that once students feel
less inhibited, their fluency will increase, because within the context of reader’s theater there is
an inherent opportunity to do repeated readings and practice skills such as pronunciation in an
authentic context.

McMaster (1998), in her review of research studies involving literacy and drama in the classroom,
states the benefits of drama for emergent readers. Drama provides prior knowledge and rich
literary experiences needed for future readers as well as a scaffold for literacy instruction. It helps
students develop symbolic representation, new vocabulary, knowledge of word order, phrasing, and
metacognition and introduces them to various forms of discourse, all of which contribute to the
construction of meaning from text.

Each script in this kit is accompanied by a musical piece as well as a corresponding poem. Both
of these components have also been shown to facilitate students’ language acquisition. Educator
Tim Murphey (1992) analyzed the lyrics of pop songs and found several common language
characteristics that would benefit language learners: the language is conversational; the lyrics
are often sung at a slower rate than words, and there is a repetition of vocabulary and structures.
Moriya (1988) found that music provided Asian learners a forum to practice pronunciation

and learn the phonemic differences between Asian languages and English. Speakers of various
languages can benefit from the language experience that the music selections will provide.

The poetry component to the program can be used in many creative ways to enhance students’
language acquisition in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Gasparro and Falletta (1994)
assert that using poetry in an ELL classroom provides students with the opportunity to explore
both the linguistic and conceptual facets of text without focusing on the mechanics of language.
Choral reading of the poem builds fluency and provides practice in pronunciation. Some of the
vocabulary words used in the script are reinforced through the poem, providing the opportunity to
see the words used in multiple contexts.
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What's Included in Each Lesson o)

ELL Support cont)

The accompanying poems can also serve as a model for students to write their own poems.
Depending on students” ELL levels, a framework or template can be developed for each

poem to structure the writing process and provide students another opportunity to use the
vocabulary and word order they have learned from the script and the poem. Additionally, the
poem can also serve as a medium for discussion of the themes and concepts presented in each
script. Moreover, students and teachers can create action sequences to facilitate visualization
and comprehension of the text. Gasparro and Falletta (1994) emphasize that dramatizing
poetry enables the learner to become intellectually, emotionally, and physically engaged in the
target language; therefore, language is internalized and remembered.

Students’ listening comprehension will also develop as a result of using reader’s theater.
According to Brown (2001), some characteristics of speech make listening difficult, such

as clustering, redundancy, reduced forms, performance variables, colloquial language, rate
of delivery, stress, rhythm, intonation, and interaction. Brown proposes methods for helping
second-language learners overcome these challenges. Reader’s theater utilizes authentic
language and contexts, it is intrinsically motivating, and it supports both bottom-up and top-
down listening techniques. Illustrations in the scripts, along with the possible inclusion of
realia and gestures, will assist students in understanding unfamiliar vocabulary and idiomatic
phrases.

In addition, the professional recording of the scripts on the Performance CD will provide
another opportunity for students to enhance listening comprehension and reading ability.

The voices on the CD are articulate and expressive, and they serve as models for accurate
pronunciation and fluent reading. By listening to the CD, students will be able to practice
visualizing text and speech. One Best Practice suggested by second-language teacher-training
programs is for the students to hear an oral reading of the piece of literature prior to reading it
aloud themselves. The CD can be used for this practice as well.

Reader’s theater provides a medium for ELL students to interact with other students in the
classroom and will facilitate the development of a strong community of language learners.
The experience will increase students’ motivation and diminish their inhibitions to learn

the new language. The components of the program will provide the necessary support and
scaffolding that teachers need to provide effective instruction to ELL students in the areas of
reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The program will engage students and serve as a
model for fluency, pronunciation, and overall language usage.
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What's Included in Each Lesson o)

Involving All Students

Even though each script has only six roles, all students can be involved in each reader’s
theater performance. Students can be involved in a variety of ways. In this section of each
lesson are suggestions for ways to include all students.

Reading the Script

This section of each lesson explains how to introduce the reader’s theater script to your
students and offers suggestions for introducing unfamiliar vocabulary and understanding
the characters. As you read each script with the students, you may try to use the following
performance tips.

Performance Tips

Reader’s theater performance can be a frightening experience for some students. Assist them
by reviewing the following suggestions.

» Relax! Breathe deeply and speak slowly to avoid a quivering or breathless voice.

 Stand with one foot in front of the other and with your weight balanced to avoid that feeling
of shaking and trembling.

* Do not rush through your lines or speak too rapidly. Take your time and say each word
distinctly.

* Some movement for emphasis or to give you a relaxed look is good, but do not move back
and forth or develop nervous mannerisms. Avoid wringing hands, tugging at clothing, or
twisting hair.

A mistake is a normal part of any learning experience. If you make one, correct it and go on.

Getting to know your character will make your performance more believable. Use these
questions to get in character as you rehearse.

* How old do you think the character is?

* What kind of voice do you think the character should have? Is the voice soft, loud, high
pitched, or low pitched?

* How does the character stand or use his or her hands when speaking?
* Does the character seem happy, proud, or excitable?

* Do you think this character is serious or silly?

¢ Is the character kind?

* Do you think people would like this character?

e What can you do to communicate this character’s personality to others?
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What's Included in Each Lesson o)

Assigning Roles

Each script contains six character roles. Each of the roles is written for a different reading
level. The chart below lists the reading levels for all the characters in the eight scripts.

Script Title High 1st Grade Low 2nd Grade High 2nd Grade
1.5-2.0 2.0-2.5 2.5-3.0
Building Up Charlie Narrator Ellie
the White House Jack Mom Reporter
Coming to America Sophia Narrator Francis
Mama Captain’s Son Captain
The Liberty Bell Polly Johnny Mrs. Mickley
Mr. Mickley Jaime Narrator
Camping Constitution George Sam Narrator
Thomas Madison Mrs. Freedom
The Declaration of Jefferson Dunlap Narrator
Independence William Franklin Hancock
The Pledge of Allegiance Ken Alex Miriam
June Mom Dad
Postcards from Lincoln Roosevelt Washington
Bosley Bear Bosley Jefferson Narrator
The Star-Spangled Grandmother Johnny Narrator 1
Banner Caroline Mary Narrator 2
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What's Included in Each Lesson o)

Assigning Roles (cont.)

Reading Levels Correlation Chart

Grade Level Guided Reading | Early Intervention DRA
Range
1.5-2.0 E-I 8-17 8-18
2.0-2.5 I-K 17-20 18-28
2.5-3.0 K-M 20-21 28-30

Meeting the Fluency Objective

Each lesson focuses on a specific fluency objective, such as reading with accuracy or
reading with expression. This section provides procedures for teaching the fluency
objective related to the featured script.

Content-Area Connection

Each reader’s theater script focuses on the social studies content area. This section of
each lesson explains the content and provides suggestions for introducing this content to
your students. The content in the scripts can be quite sophisticated and warrants specific
instruction to help your students understand it.

Fine Arts Connection

Each script has a song and a poem to accompany it. Your students will perform these
songs and poems at designated places within the reader’s theater performances. Your kit
includes a Performance CD containing all of the songs and poems related to the eight
scripts. This section of each lesson offers suggestions for using this CD to learn the songs
and poems.

©Teacher Created Materials, Inc. 24748 Building Fluency through Reader’s Theater



Coming to
America

Statue of
Liberty

Lesson Plan

Objectives

* Fluency: Students will
read passages fluently after
practicing and monitoring
fluency with repeated
readings.
Content Area: Students will
learn about the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island, as
well as what both symbolize
for those coming to the
United States. They will also
learn about the problems
and challenges that the
immigrants encountered
after arriving in America.

Summary

Coming to America is

the story of a family of
immigrants who are eager

to come to America. After
traveling from their homeland
and arriving in America, they
find that they cannot keep
their eyes off the Statue of
Liberty with its promises and
hopes for the future. Certain
that they will have a better life
in America, the family finds
the Statue of

to be a symbol

their dreams.

24748 Building Fluency through Reader’s Theater

Materials

*  Coming to America: The Story of the Statue of Liberty
and Ellis Island script booklets

» Statue of Liberty Character Masks (pages 3843 or
Teacher Resource CD), copied on cardstock

* copies of Take-Home Script: Coming to America: The
Story of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island (Teacher
Resource CD)

*  PowerPoint® slide show (Teacher Resource CD)

» overhead transparencies of the poem and song (Teacher
Resource CD)

* Performance CD and CD player or computer with a CD
drive and speakers

Introduce the Literature

Read aloud The Story of the Statue of Liberty by Betsy
Maestro. Explain what sequential or chronological order means.
Tell students that it took several steps to create the Statue of
Liberty. Give each student a piece of white paper. Tell students

to draw five squares on their papers and then label the squares
one through five. Tell them that they should now pick out the five
most important steps in creating the Statue of Liberty. Have them
use the ideas from the book to draw pictures of the steps, as well
as write one to two sentences under each picture. Allow them to
share their pictures in small groups or with the class.

ELL Support

Give ELL students five sentences about building
the Statue of Liberty. Tell them to put those five
sentences in chronological order and to draw
pictures to go with each sentence.

Involving All the Students

This script has only six roles, but there are many ways to involve
all students. For this reader’s theater experience, assign the

main roles to six students. Ask the other students to read the
song or the poem. Allow them to practice reading the song and
poem together as a group several times, while the other students
practice their roles. You might also divide the remaining students
in half and assign the poem to one group and the song to the
other.

©Teacher Created Materials, Inc.



Coming to America
Statue of Liberty Lesson Plan

Reading the Script

1. Before reading the script, show the students pictures of the
Statue of Liberty. Ask them what the statue means to them.
What do they know about the statue? Write down their
thoughts on the board. Ask if anyone has ever moved to a
new area or a new school. How did they feel? Were they
excited? Scared? Allow them to share their feelings with the
class.

ELL Support

Some ELL
students may
have interesting
stories about
their first trips to
America. Allow
them to share these stories of
coming to the United States for
the first time, or stories about
when their families arrived for
the first time. How did they
feel? Were they questioned?
Were they tested? Were they
excited or scared?

2. Provide each student with a copy of the script. Give the
script booklets to small groups or print copies of the Take-
Home Script: Statue of Liberty. Explain that the students
will read a script about a family that moves to America to
fulfill their hopes and dreams. The first thing they see as
they arrive in America is the Statue of Liberty. What might
the immigrants feel when seeing the statue for the first
time? What might their thoughts be? Allow students to make
predictions before reading the script.

3. Tell the students to pretend to be immigrants coming to
America for the first time. What are their thoughts and
feelings? Have them write diary entries to their families
back home, explaining their feelings as they see the Statue
of Liberty for the first time. Ask them to use at least three of
the new glossary words in their diary entries and then share
their entries with the class.

4. Play the recording of the script as students follow along.
Call on students to help read the script. Read the whole
script using different students every few pages.

5. Make a list on the board of the six characters from the
script. Tell each student to choose a character from the
script. Have them use note cards to make identification
cards of the characters they chose. Their identification
cards should include the following: the character’s picture,
name, gender, age, reason for coming to America, and
two interesting facts about that character. Students can
use information from the script, as well as their own
imaginations, to create the identification cards.

6. Assign students parts in the script. Allow them to read their
parts silently to become familiar with the parts before the
practice readings and the actual performance. Explain that
they should do repeated readings to improve their fluency.

©Teacher Created Materials, Inc. 24748 Building Fluency through Reader’s Theater



Coming to America
Statue of Liberty Lesson Plan

[ .

: Assigning Roles
Assign roles to students based on their reading proficiency. It is important
to remember that when students practice fluency, they should read materials

at or below their reading level. This helps them to focus on their accuracy,
expression, and reading rate. If a student is reading text that is too difficult, his or her attention
will focus on sounding out words and comprehension rather than on fluency. These are
approximate reading levels for the roles in this script:

% Sophia: high Ist grade +« Narrator: low 2nd grade « Francis: high 2nd grade
% Mama: high 1st grade % Captain’s Son: low 2nd grade + Captain: high 2nd grade

Meeting the Fluency Objective

1. The fluency objective for this script focuses on the use of repeated readings to increase reading
fluency. Explain that to make the script fun and enjoyable for the audience, it is important for
students to practice reading the lines over and over again to ensure smooth reading.

2. Divide the class into groups of six. Assign a speaking part to each student in the group. If a group
has less than six students, select one or more students to assume two speaking parts.

3. Have each group review the script and determine where to place emphasis on words or add
expression. If using copies of the script, have the students write reminder notes or draw pictures
of faces that show the types of expressions to use as they read the script.

4. Offer helpful suggestions to students to improve their fluency and expression. Remind them to
slow down as they read and to read unknown words several times so that they do not stumble over
them during the performance.

5. Allow the students to do several repeated readings in their small groups for practice. You might
also ask them to practice reading along with the professional recording of the script. Remind the
class to practice the song and poem as well.

6. After students have practiced repeated readings of the script, song, and poem, allow them to
perform the script for other classes. All of the groups can perform, one group per classroom can
perform, or the assigned readers can perform with the rest of the class performing the song and
poem.
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Coming to America
Statue of Liberty Lesson Plan

Social Studies Connection

1. The content-area focus of this
script is for students to learn
the symbolism of the Statue
of Liberty and to understand
what both the statue and Ellis

ELL Support

Allow ELL
students to work
with partners
when completing

Island mean to the immigrants who come to America. This their graphic
activity will take students on a journey from the boat to Ellis orgamzers,
Island, where they will experience what immigrants might so they can get help with
have seen and felt as they encountered America for the first spelling and grammar to
time. complete their answers.

2. Give students blank sheets of paper. Tell them to pretend to
be immigrants arriving in America for the first time. What do
they see as they approach Ellis Island? Based on the script
and other books they have read, have them draw pictures of
what they might see as they approach the Statue of Liberty.
Allow them to share their pictures.

3. Tell students that they have now arrived at Ellis Island. Give
each student an index card that says either “Pass” or “Fail.”
Have students read their cards out loud to the class. Some
students will be allowed into the country, while others will
be asked to return to their homelands.

4. Ask students who were allowed to enter the country or those
who were asked to go back to their original countries how
they feel. How might the immigrants have felt, especially
after the long journeys they endured to reach America?

5. Then, discuss the reasons why the Statue of Liberty is a
symbol of hope for those coming to America. Reread the
script to the class, if necessary.

6. Ask students to create their own symbols of liberty and hope
for the country. Give student enough time to plan out and
then draw their symbols. Display the symbols around the
classroom.
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Coming to America
Statue of Liberty Lesson Plan

Fine Arts Connection

1. The Coming to America script contains a song and a poem. The song and
poem relate to the reader’s theater, but are not limited to use only with the
Statue of Liberty script.

. Ask students to do repeated readings of the poem. Based on the ideas in the
poem, ask them to create simple costumes to wear or props to use during the
performance of the poem. For example, they might wear nametags that state an
immigrant’s name and whether or not the immigrant passed or failed the test to
enter the country. They might also create large “pass™ or “fail” tickets to display as
they read the poem.

Have students listen to the professional recording of the song. Ask them to create
their own songs or poems to accompany the reader’s theater script. Their poems or
songs should be about hopes and dreams, but they can be about their own personal
hopes and dreams rather than those of an immigrant.

. Cut out rectangle “tickets” from blank sheets of paper. Give each student a ticket.
Have them draw pictures illustrating the hopes and dreams that they discussed in
both the script song, “America Is Going to Be My Home,” and their own songs.
Allow them to share their tickets with the class.

ELL Support

Break down the steps for writing a poem or a song to make it easier for ELL
students. Have them first create lists of their hopes and dreams. Then, have
them turn each hope and dream into one verse for their songs.
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Coming to America
Statue of Liberty Lesson Plan

Performance CD

Description Track

Script Reading, pages 4-9 Volume |, Track 08

Song: “America Is Going to Be My Home” Volume |, Track 09

Script Reading (cont.), pages 10-16 Volume |, Track 10

Poem: “Passing the Test” Volume [, Track 11

Script Reading (cont.), page 17 Volume |, Track 12

Teacher Resource CD

Description File Name

Statue of Liberty Character Masks masks_ComingtoAmerica.pdf

Take-Home Script: Coming to America THS_ComingtoAmerica.pdf

PowerPoint®: Coming to America PP_ComingtoAmerica.ppt

Poem Transparency: “Passing the Test” poem_ComingtoAmerica.pdf

Song Transparency:
‘America Is Going to Be My Home” song_ComingtoAmerica.pdf
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TIPS FOR REHEARSING
READER'S THEATER
BY AARON SHEPARD

Make sure your script doesn’t hide your face. If there is

anyone in the audience you can’t see, your script is too
high.

While you speak, try to look up often. Don’t just look at
your script. When you do look at the script, move just your
eyes and keep your head up.

Talk slowly. Speak each syllable clearly.

Talk loudly! You have to be heard by every person in the
room.

Talk with feeling. Your voice has to tell the story.

Stand or sit up straight. Keep your hands and feet still if
they’re doing nothing useful.

If you're moving around, face the audience as much as
you can. When rehearsing, always think about where the
audience will be.

Characters, remember to be your character even when
you’re not speaking.

Narrators, make sure you give the characters enough time
for their actions.

TIPS FOR PERFORMING
READER'S THEATER
BY AARON SHEPARD

If the audience laughs, stop speaking until they can hear
you again.

If someone talks in the audience, don’t pay attention.
If someone walks into the room, don’t look at him or her.
If you make a mistake, pretend it was right.

If you drop something, try to leave it where it is until the
audience is looking somewhere else.

If a reader forgets to read his or her part, see if you can
read the part instead, make something up, or just skip over
it. Don’t whisper to the reader!

If a reader falls down during the performance, pretend it
didn’t happen.




COMING TO AMERICA: Captain: Look closely now. There! Did you see her?

THE STORY OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY

Narrator: Mama and Sophia gasp.
AND ELLIS ISLAND
e Sophia: Oh, Mama. She’s beautiful —a princess! Did
Characters you see her crown?
Narrator Francis Francis: I didn’t see anything. What am I looking for?
Captain Mama Narrator: Mama doesn’t turn to look at her son. She
Sophia | keeps her eyes looking forward. Her hands
Seﬂ"ng cover her mouth.
1
This reader’s theater takes place in Captain: Hope. That’s what you’re looking for. And
1906 aboard a transport ferry, which | that’s what your Mama sees.
is taking immigrants from a large ship ' Now don’t take your eyes off ... There!
to Ellis Island. This story is based on u Do you see?

actual events. :
_ Francis: Wow! Yes, I see her now.

Papa said that when
we see the Statue
of Liberty,

we've made itto  ~ .
America. g

Francis Captains
Son
Act 1
Narrator: A ferry sails through New York Harbor. The

Statue of Liberty can be seen briefly through
a gaps in the morning fog.



Narrator:

Mama:

Sophia:

Captain:

Mama:

Captain:

Mama pulls her children close. They giggle
with joy.

That’s true. It won’t be long before we see
Papa, too.

I miss Papa. It’s been so long. I want to be a
whole family again —instead of in pieces.

The statue knows how that feels. Lady
Liberty also came to America in pieces. She
was packed up in wooden crates.

Two hundred fourteen crates to be exact.
She was brought here on a ship called the
Isere. My father saw it with his own eyes.

Act 2

Miss Liberty is a work of art. They say she
was a gift from France.

That is true. I was but a young lad myself
back in 1886. I was one of thousands who
gathered to see the statue arrive aboard a
grand white ship. French and American flags
were waving from every hand.

Captain:

Sophia:

Francis:

It took almost a year for America to build
her pedestal. People donated money to help
build it. Some of that money was tossed into
the mortar when the pedestal was built. The
coins can still be seen in it today!

Yes, she was a great effort by two countries.
Nearly 600,000 rivets hold her copper
sheeting together. It was the sweat of
hundreds and money of thousands that
placed her in New York Harbor.

Francis and I read all about the Statue of
Liberty on posters while we waited to board
the ship in France.

There wasn’t much else to do while we
waited in the long lines. Everything about
the statue means something. She’s dressed
in ancient Greek robes because Greece was
the birthplace of democracy long ago.




Sophia:

Francis:

Sophia:

Captain:

The seven points on her crown stand for the
seven continents and seven seas.

They say there’s a length of broken chain at
her feet showing that oppression won’t be
allowed in America.

In America, there are no kings or czars—just
people like Francis, Mama, and me. We
don’t have to be afraid anymore. We can do
what we want, say what we want, and pray
how we wish.

Act 3

Look at our Lady Liberty. Her real name is
“Liberty Enlightening the World.” Notice
how she faces East toward Europe and all
the lands beyond? That’s no mistake.

Francis:

Captain:

Captain:

So her hope is that countries all around this
world will someday enjoy freedom —like
America?

Right you are, son. The French admired
America’s democracy, so they hired a French
sculptor. His name was Auguste Bartholdi.
They asked him to create a statue as a gift

to America for her 100th birthday. It took
ten years to complete the statue, but she was
worth the wait.

Father, don’t forget Gustave Eiffel. He
designed the iron framework inside the
statue so that she would stand strong for a
long, long time. I want to be just like Mr.
Eiffel when I grow up.

You will, Son. Each of our dreams can be
different in America. My dream is to sail this
ferry each day.

My dream is to build an iron bridge across
this harbor. Father, I will build it tall enough
so that you will be able to ferry under it.

ﬁ ) Song: America Is Going

To Be My Home



Sophia:

Francis:

Narrator:

Captain:

Francis:

Act 4

Papa came here a year ago. He went to work
with his brother. My uncle owns a bakery.

Papa says there are lines of customers
waiting every morning before they even
open the doors.

The captain smiles at Mama.

Is that so? Well, that’s what America i1s all
about. It is the land of opportunity.

Papa says we will all need to work.

I'm 12, almost 13—so I'll do the heavy work.
Mama will bake. Sophia will probably just
eat the cakes!

Sophia:

Mama:

Captain:

Francis:

Captain:

Narrator:

Sophia:

Mama:

Stop teasing me, Francis! Papa says I must
work at the bakery, too. I will ice the cakes.
Then, I'll eat them!

To think there will be eggs, milk, and butter —
every day.

Imagine that and more. Each American’s
imagination is just one half of his or her ticket
to opportunity.

What do you mean?

If you can imagine something, then it is
a possibility.

Aslongas...

You nurture your dream with plenty of
hard work.

The captain winks at his son.

Mama, does that mean that I can become a
seamstress one day?

Maybe so, Sophia. Maybe so.



Sophia:

Francis:

Narrator:

Mama:

Sophia:

I’'ll make the most beautiful dresses!

And I'll become a jeweler. Mama, with
Sophia’s dresses and my jewels, you’ll look
like a queen.

Mama blushes and looks at her woolen coat
and knitted scarf.

I think the jewels and dresses can wait.
Besides, I'm not sure your Papa would
recognize me in jewels and fine dresses.

Papa says he will meet us once we clear
through Ellis Island. Will it be long
now, Captain?

Captain:

Captain’s Son:

Francis:

Captain’s Son:

Narrator:

Francis:

Captain’s Son:

Francis:

Sophia:

Ellis Island is right behind Liberty Island.
There it is now— Ellis Island, “The
Golden Door.”

Some people call it the “Island of Tears.”

Act 5

Why do some people call Ellis Island the
“Island of Tears”?

Because of the questions. Not everyone
gives the right answers. If they don’t, they

are not allowed to pass through. Some of the

questions can be confusing.
Francis bites his lower lip.

Mama doesn’t read or write as well as
Sophia and I. What if she can’t answer
the questions?

You must stay close to your mama and help
her.

My papa makes me worry. He says because
I’'m 12,1 could be sent back to my country
alone if I fail to answer the questions.

They won’t send Francis back, will they?
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Captain:

Narrator:

Captain:

You and your family will do fine. You are
all healthy. That is what matters most to
the officials. The sick ones are often turned
away and sent back to their countries —
heartbroken.

The sound of a man coughing can be heard
in the distance.

Do you see that man over there? If he has a
serious disease, he could make more people
sick.

He will be spotted quickly and tagged. He is
sure to be sent back.

Francis:

Francis:

Sophia:
Mama:

Francis:

Francis:

Narrator:

Mama:
Sophia:

Mama:

Do you know the questions they will ask us
on Ellis Island?

The questions are simple. What is your
name?

My name is Francis.

Do you have family meeting you?

Yes, my papal

Hush, Sophia! Let Francis do the speaking.
My father, Samuel, will be meeting us.

Who paid for your passage to America?

My father paid nine dollars for each of us.
He saved for over a year.

Do you have any money with you?

Francis turns to his mother. He bites his lip.
She nods to her son.

Yes, we have a modest amount.
Sewn into the hem of our coats!

Sophia! Shush!



Captain’s Son: Where will you stay in America?

Francis: We will stay with my uncle’s family in their
home above the bakery.

Captain’s Son: Do you have a job?

Narrator: Francis looks at his mother and smiles.
Francis: Yes! We will work at my uncle’s bakery.
Mama: Francis, don’t worry. We can answer all

those questions. We will pass the test.

Poem: Passing the Test
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Narrator:

Captain:

Mama:

Captain:

Mama:

Captain:

Act 6
The captain docks the ferry at Ellis Island.

Now, here we are at the Golden Door.

Thank you, Captain. You and your son have
been so kind to us.

My son and I wish your family all the best. But
first, promise me one thing?

Yes, of course. What is it?

Before you go inside, turn and take one more
look at our Lady Liberty. She will send you
back two gifts—hope and

& determination. These gifts
W will help you get through

* Ellis Island today and will

sustain you forever here in

_‘ your new home of America.
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MY HOME

Oh, I've got hope

And a ticket to opportunity

I’ve got hope

And a ticket to opportunity

Oh, I’'ve got hope

And a ticket to opportunity
America is going to be my home

Oh, I've got dreams

And a ticket to opportunity
I’ve got dreams

And a ticket to opportunity

I've got dreams
And a ticket to opportunity
America is going to be my home

I’ve got plans

And a ticket to opportunity

I’ve got plans

And a ticket to opportunity

I’ve got plans

And a ticket to opportunity
America is going to be my home

PASSING THE TEST

What is your name?
Where are you from?
You will need money.
Do you have some?
Do you have family?
Where are they now?
Who paid your way

To come anyhow?

Are you quite healthy?
What are your plans?
Where will you work?
Where will you land?
Answer these questions
Answer with pride.
America’s open—
Come on inside!
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GLOSSARY

czars —the rulers of Russia until the 1917 revolution
democracy —a government run by the people

ferry —a boat used to carry passengers, vehicles, or goods
from one place to another

mortar — building material made of lime and cement mixed
with sand and water that is spread between bricks or
stones

oppression—cruel or unjust use of power

pedestal —the base of something upright (as a vase, lamp, or
statue)

rivets —a metal bolt used for uniting two or more pieces of
metal, wood, plastic, or other material
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